World Food Prize Nebraska Youth Institute Essay

9 week Assignment Plan
Consider assigning this research essay to an entire class for the second quarter of the school year. Work on it once every week (i.e. have work time every Friday for part of the class period and then do quick check-in’s on Monday). 

Take a look at the countries and topics list on pages 3 and 4 of the essay instructions packet. There sure are a lot of topics and countries to choose from!! 

Think about your curriculum and if you could include this into an existing lesson. Look at what you’re already planning on teaching and tailor this project for your class to serve as a supplement and research project. (Or make it an extra credit opportunity!)

If you want to make an assignment out of this, narrow down the topics and countries students in your class can research. This will help you keep the class focused and you can choose topics that you feel more confident in teaching/know more about. Talk to other teachers in your school (Social Studies, English/ Foreign Language, or Science) and see what topics/countries could overlap between classes. 

 I.e. – Check out page 3 in the essay instructions packet. Choose from one of the regions, such as “South American Tropical” and have your entire class write only about those countries of Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, so on and so forth. Perhaps have each student draw one of those countries from a hat. Then pick 1-2 topics that you feel strong in and divide among the class.  All of the sudden you have a class who can research together and learn a lot from each other on important and interconnected topics! 

Be creative and take it whatever direction you’d like with this project! 

Below is an example of a 9-week assignment and check-in plan. Assign things on a Monday and check in on Friday, or assign on Fridays with some work time and check in mid-week. Ask for something to be turned in/shown to you 1 week after you assigned it (either the following Monday or Friday). 
	Week #
	Activity/Lecture & Assignment (What’s due at the beginning of next week)

	Week 1
	Background information about World Food Prize, Norman Borlaug (page 2 of essay instructions packet and http://www.worldfoodprize.org/en/about_the_prize/)

Past Laureates: 

Sir Fazle Hasan Abed, 2015 Laureate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lf-5MgYtsc0 

Pedro Sanchez, 2002 Laureate https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibxRHpDCMUI 

Hank Beachell, 1996 Laureate and Nebraska Native https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HyD5ngFhi_c
What is the Nebraska Youth Institute and opportunities for participating? (Video at: http://casnr.unl.edu/worldfoodprize and flow chart sheet). 

Choose country and topic you will research from a hat (or assign/let students choose). 
Assignment: Gather information about your country from World Fact Book: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

Bring 3 current event articles to the next class about your country - at least one being from a source within the country (if you can access it) and at least one related to your topic. 

	Week 2
	Share a brief summary of the news articles you found with the class. 
Check out pages 5 & 6 of the essay instruction packet, which has questions broken out to answer and an outline of the essay. 
Assignment: Answer questions 2a., 2b & 2c. Cite your sources by starting a Works Cited page and keep track of what facts are from where.  

	Week 3
	Bring a picture (printed or digital) of at least 3 foods a family from your country would typically eat (or what the country/cultural group is most known for eating/cooking) to share with the class. Bonus: bring a picture of a typical farm/ranch or farm crop. 

Assignment: Answer question 4.a.i., ii, and iii. List answers out and start to check off lines in the outline, provided for you on page 6 of the essay instructions. 

	Week 4
	Quickly present what you’ve learned about your factor to the class. Or get together with classmates who are writing about the same country OR same factor and do a team presentation. 
Assignment: Answer question 4.b & 4.c by listing out your answers. Look for examples in other countries that have worked successfully. Look for examples where things haven’t worked out so well. Think about those things in relation to your country and topic. 

	Week 5
	Check in with your instructor on progress with research. 
Assignment: Answer question 4.d and 4.e by researching similar situations in other developing countries and see what has worked/what has not. What are some ideas you have to address your factor and help feed people while maintaining a healthy environment? 

	Week 6
	Continue to work on questions 4.d and e. with your instructor and classmates. Come together for a few minutes to share your ideas, bounce them off of others and refine your recommendations. Narrow down your recommendations to one to three things for the factor and country. 
Assignment: Finish filling out your outline by ensuring all questions are answered. Begin Draft 1 of your paper using the outline. Follow the formatting requirements on page 7 of the essay instruction packet. Complete the introduction and first part of the body of your paper (answers to question 2 a-c.)

	Week 7
	Go over the beginning of your essay with your teacher. Read through it out loud – is it making sense? How is the flow of the paper? Are you addressing the questions adequately and thinking them through?  
Complete draft 1 by next week. Include an introduction, body and conclusion. (The conclusion is separate from your recommendations! Have your recommendations be a major part of the body.)  

	Week 8
	Turn in Draft 1 of your paper for revisions. 
(Teachers take this week to do revisions) 

Prepare a brief presentation about your paper to share with the class next week!  

	Week 9
	Present your research with your recommendations to the class! 

Receive your essay with revisions. Discuss with your teacher what revisions/changes/additions you need to make to your essay.  Agree on a deadline to turn in your final paper. (Determine how much time you need to make revisions). 

	Post-Quarter/

Before you Submit the Paper On-Line
	Finalize your paper and turn in to your teacher for any final edits. Ask another teacher or counselor at the school to read your paper and give you feedback.
Practice your presentation for the event at UNL! Presentations will be a 5-10 minutes long (more info on this to come!) 

Final Papers are due on-line by MIDNIGHT on February 8, 2017. Submit them by following the green button at: http://casnr.unl.edu/worldfoodprize 


